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Just noticing, Jack, that one of yours is only 131 cases away, so likely in the same run. Assuming
the other (473k) is still a Pioneer case, just with Pioneer dropping the lead digit?

I am just seeing that the sister ad ("the doctor's perfect watch") shows the VT Specialist. It, too,
like the VT Scientist came in both YGF or Pink with Guildite back.  But I do see the lugs better in
that one, and it is not a match.  At least we know the exact issues where the full page ads
debuted.  Perhaps one will surface. Guess this is where that 1940s counter catalog that
disappeared would come in quite handy, to see these other models named!

Anyway, regarding the Pioneer/Kramer patent, it focuses on a full method of constructing the
recesses & gaskets to make a case watertight, not just the crystal. Have to look at a Pioneer and
a Gruen true import side by side to see what similarities there are.  It does sound quite similar.

Full disclosure: I am not familiar with the other patents you mentioned.

From Samuel Kramer's patent filing:
Quote:Having thus described my invention and illustrated its use, what I claim as new and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is:
1. A watchcase comprising a movement ring, a bezel having a bore adapted to receive said
movement ring in close engagement, an annular recess in the upper peripheral portion of said
ring, an annular recess in the lower peripheral portion of said ring, a back provided with a recess
complementary to said last recess and having an outer wall portion in the form of a flange closely
engaging the periphery of said movement ring, and a gasket seated in each of the recesses of
said ring, a crystal having peripheral portions extending between the bezel and the upper gasket,
and means for drawing said bezel and said back together, whereby said gaskets will be
compressed and will effect a watertight joint between said ring on the one hand, and the crystal,
the bezel and the back on the other hand.

2. In combination in a watchcase, a movement ring, a bezel having a bore to receive said
movement ring in relatively close engagement, a recess running around the upper peripheral
portion of said ring, a compressible gasket seated in said ring, a crystal having peripheral portions
extending between the bezel and the gasket, and means for drawing said bezel against said
crystal, whereby said crystal will press against said gasket and will compress it axially and expand
it radially so as to cause its peripheral portions to press against the wall of the bore in said bezel,
and to effect a Watertight joint between said ring on the one hand and said crystal and said bezel
on the other hand.

3. In combination in a watchcase, a circularly contoured movement ring, a back having a
peripheral Wall of an inner diameter to receive a portion of the movement ring, an annular recess
in the end of said movement ring, a compressible gasket seated in said recess, said gasket being
of a diameter to engage the inner surface of said peripheral wall of the back, and means to press
said back against said gasket, whereby said gasket will be axially compressed and its peripheral
portions will expand radially and press against the inner surface of said peripheral wall so as to
make a watertight joint. 
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