
Subject: Gruen Semithin Pocket Watch 756
Posted by Gary on Mon, 14 Dec 2015 20:14:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Model name :Semithin
Type : Pocket Watch
Period/date :1920's
Gender :Male

Case Maker :Wadsworth
Case Material :Gold Fill
Case Serial :676279
Case Style no :Open Face

Caliber :756
Movement Maker :Gruen Guild
Movement Serial:None found

Bracelet :N/A

Other info :This one interesting since it has "Extra Thin" stamped on the back. The 1926
Standardized Part List has it listed as a Semithin. This watch has the look of green gold. The bow
and crown were replaced with yellow gold so I might be looking for suitable replacements. I love
the patina of the dial! This is my first Gruen pocket watch. The local vendor gave a deal I couldn't
refuse.

How many thins can you have? ;-)
Semi-Thin
   Extra-Thin
Veri-Thin
Ultra-Thin
Ultra-Ultra-Thin
Ultra-Veri-Thin
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1) 756 Semithin (2).jpg, downloaded 2738 times
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Subject: Re: Gruen Semithin Pocket Watch 756
Posted by Jenneke on Sun, 08 Aug 2021 18:21:32 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Model name: SemiThin unknown
Type: Pocket Watch
Period/date: 1924
Gender: Male

Case Maker: Wadsworth
Case Material: ultra quality (green gold filled)
Case Serial: 378926
Case Style no: 740 (fits cal 740)

Caliber: 756 -17 jewels
Movement Maker: Gruen Guild/ Lavina
Movement Serial: 783179 (or 703179)

Other info: personalized inside L.D.W. From 23 dec 1924. Notbthe same watch as Gary’s, but
same category.  :d It does kinda run and set. But cant wind it (the crown doesnt make the clicking
sound and in all positions it moves the hands).
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2) 09138775-5DA6-41DD-BAFD-82898A661455.jpeg, downloaded 2231
times
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Subject: Re: Gruen Semithin Pocket Watch 756
Posted by afire on Mon, 09 Aug 2021 16:42:32 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Couldn't wait two days to gift it on Christmas?  Maybe it was his birthday.  My daughter was a
Christmas Eve baby.  It seems fun to them until they get to around seven or eight and realize that
they're basically getting cheated out of a birthday.  Which, in turn, leads to overcompensating.

Subject: Re: Gruen Semithin Pocket Watch 756
Posted by Jenneke on Mon, 09 Aug 2021 21:29:52 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yeah, strange isnt it. Birthday, marriage, … not sure why one would engrave this on the inside.

The 5th of december is also a terrible birthday date in the Netherlands. Sinterklaas brings
presents for the children.

Subject: Re: Gruen Semithin Pocket Watch 756
Posted by afire on Tue, 10 Aug 2021 15:18:52 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

We have a similar thing called St. Nick's Day.  I never quite understood who does and doesn't
celebrate it.  I know my family didn't.  Why have a gift day 20 days before the big one?  I guess
maybe to keep children from exploding out of anticipation.  

Subject: Re: Gruen Semithin Pocket Watch 756
Posted by thesnark17 on Tue, 10 Aug 2021 20:45:33 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

My understanding is that in Holland, Christmas is not traditionally a day of gift-giving. That is
reserved for 5 December, St. Nicholas' Eve.

Before the Reformation, this was true throughout Europe. The Protestants tried to move the
gift-giving day to Christmas and get rid of Saint Nick in the process. They only succeeded
half-way.

Subject: Re: Gruen Semithin Pocket Watch 756
Posted by Jenneke on Wed, 11 Aug 2021 12:15:12 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

From the middle ages Sinterklaas feast took place on December 6, the catholic church feast day
for Saint Nicholas of Myra. Following the example of the holy bishop, who was known for his
anonymous generosity, it was customary during Sinterklaas to give money to the poor. Later this
changed to giving presents to children who had been good all year. Today Sinterklaas arrives in
the Netherlands in November with a steamboat full of presents from Spain. With (black/soot wipe)
peters. From that day you can put your shoe for the chimney (or radiator) with a carrot and you
might get candy. With Sinterklaas the presents come in a jute sack. Sometimes with humorous
poems and a fitting surprise (creative packaging like a crafted pinguin or sticky roulade).

And yes, even nowadays they try to change this tradition because of slavery association. But
correct Alex, with the reformation Father christmas was introduced. One the elementary school
Sinterklaas is celebrated. people normally shift when the children are getting older.

Combine Father christmas with Sinterklaas and you’ll get your Santa Claus.  :d 
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Subject: Re: Gruen Semithin Pocket Watch 756
Posted by Case on Sat, 14 Aug 2021 01:50:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

It is a fun tradition—my friends there have younger kids, but they (the adults) get quite into it too.
We have a related tradition still in the Cincinnati German folk, where kids leave their shoes
outside for St Nick on the Eve and anonymous neighbors leave presents & ring the doorbell.
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